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THE EVILS OF GOSSIP

A Sermon to Those Who Are Dis-
posed to Talk Too Much.

Disconrse of Dy, Talmage un the Text
“Discoaver Not a Secret (o AR
other"=liood and Had Se-
erel Socivlies,

[Cpoyright, 1. by 1 ¢ Klopsch, N. Y.}
Washirgton. July X

A practical question which is asked
in most houses, aud foar many yeoars,

is here asked by D, Talmage and
'.tng\h:n-d'_ wext, Proverbs 23:9, *Dis-
1&:\':!‘ not & secrel o anothen™

i It appears that in Solomon’s time,
as o, all subsequent perimds of the

world, there were people too wuch
disposed to tell all
Was
Vealing the case
lawyers exposing the private affnirs
of their clients; nelghbors advertis-
ing the faulta of the next-door resi-
deat; pretended friends betraying
confidences

One-half of the trouble of every
community comes from the fact that
80 many beople have not capacity to
keep their mouths shut. When 1 hear
something disparaging of you, my
first duty is not to tell you, but if 1
tell you what somebody has said
against vou snd them go out and
tell others what [ told them that 1
tald you, and we ali go out, some 10
bunt up the originator of the siory
and others to hunt it down, we shall
get the whole community ralking
about what you did do and what you
did not do, and there will be as many
scalps taken as though a band of
Modocs had swept upon a helpless
village. We have two ears, but only
one tongue, a physiaiogioal sugges-
tion, that we ought to hear a good
deal more than we tell. Let us join
a conspiracy that we will tell each
other all the good and nothing of the
ill, and then there will not be such
awful need of sermons on Solomon's
words: “Discover not a secret to
another.”

Solomon had a very large domestie
circle. In his earlier days he bad
very confused notions about monog-
amy and polygamy, and his multi
tudinous associates in the matri-
monial state kept him too well in-
formed as to what was going on in
Jerusalem. They gathered up all the
privacies and poured them into his
ear, and his family became a sorosis
or female debating society of 700,
discussing day after day all the diffi-
culties between husbands and wives,
between employers and employes,
between ruler and subjects, until
Solomon, in my text, deplores volu-
bility about affalrs that do not be-

they koew. [t
2lab, blab, blab; physicians Te-

of thelr patientd,

long to us and extols the virtue of,

secretiveness.

By the power of a secret divulged
familles, churches, neighborhoods,
nations, fiy apart. By the power of
8 secret kept great charities, social-
ities, reformatory movements and
Christian cnterprises may be ad-
vanced. Men are gregarious—oattle
in herds, fish in schools, birds in
flocks, men in mocial circles. You
may by the discharge of a gun scat-
ter & flock of quails or by the plange
of the anchor send apart the deni-
zens of the sea, but they will gather
themselves together again. If you
by some new power vould break the
associations in which men now stand,
they wonld again adhere. God
meant it 8o. He has gathered all the
flowers and shrubs into associations.
You may plant one forgetmenot or
heartsease alone, away off upon the
hillside, but it will soon hunt up
#ome other forgetmenot or hearts-
-case. Plants love company. You
will find them talking to each other
in the dew. |

You sometimes see a man with no
outbranchings of sympathy. His na-
ture is cold and hard, like a ship's
mast ice glazed, which the most agile
sailor could never elimb. Others
kave a thousand roots and a thou-
sand brapches. Innumerable tendrils
climb their hearts and blossom all
the way up, and the fowls of heaven
sing in the branches. In consequence
of this tendency we find men coming
together in tribes, in communities, in
churches, in societies. Some gather
together to cultivate the arts, some
to plan for the welfare of the state,
some to discuss relizions themes,
some to kindle their mirth, some to
advance their craft, 5o every active
community is divided into pssocia-
tions of artists, of merchants, of
bookbinders, of carpenters, of
masons, of plasterers, of shipwrights,
of plumbers. Do you ery out against
{t? Then you ery out against a ten-
dency divinely implanted. Your
tirades would accomplish no more
than if you should preach to a busy
ant hill a long sermon against ge-
cret socleties.

Here we find the oft discussed
question whether associations that
do their work with closed doors and
admit thelr members by pastwords
and greet each other with a secret
grip are right or wrong. I answer
that it depends entirely on the na-
ture of the object for which they
meet. Is it to pass the hours in
revelry, wassall, blasphemy and ob-
scene talk or io plot trouble to the

state or to dewauch the innocept, i
then | say, with an emphasis that no judge not only all individuals, bat '.l'
man can mistake, No! But is thel gosieties. secret and open. “By their
object the defense of the rights ufl fruits ye shall know them.” Bad
any class against oppression, the lm| socicties make bad men. Good socle-
provement of the mind, the enlurg‘\%' ties make good men. A bad man will
ment of the heart, the advancement not stay In a goad society. A Hﬂ"ll
of art, the defense of the govern-| n.0 will not stay in a bhad society.
ment, the extirpation of erime or the | then try all secret sovieties by two

given us a rule by which we may

|
:
|
|

15 AOMNSTRATOR I

I in this country monopoly would long

kindling of a pure hearted sociality,
then 1 say. with just as much em-
phasis, Yes.

There Is no need that we who plan’ (o0 1oges her influsnee

or three ruies.
Test the first: Their influence on
|lmmc, if you have a home. That wife
¢ over her

for the comguest of right over wroBg  poshand who nervously and foolish-

should publish to all the world our
The general of any army
never sends to the opposing ltroops
wlormation of the coming attack.
have enlisted in
of God and humanity

ntentions

Shali we who

ChUNe

Y EXPOSe | overy man is to have his world be
our plans to the enemy? No: we \tilll 5

Iy looks upon all evening alsence as
.:n axsault on domesticity., How are
the great enterprises of r--!nr:.n and
art and Hteratur iwneficence

;‘ﬂl}

t } bli to be earried on If
he | and public weal o a 1
ywnds |

ed on one side by Lkis Tront doorstep

in secret plut the ruin of sl the en- | 554 on the other side by his back

terprises of Satan and his oahnrtl.|wi,,|:l.“{

When they expect us by day, we w ill
fall wpon them by night. While they
are sirengtheping toaeir left  wing
we will fall on their right. By a
plan of battle formed in secret con-
clave we will come suddenly

BRED | conjugal power.

knowing mnothing Thigher
than his own attic or lower than his
own cellar? That wife who becomes
jealous of her hushaud's atteatiow 0
| art or literature or religion or chari-
!t;i' is breanking her own soepter of
1 know at instince

them erying: “The sword of the | where a wife thought that her bus-

Lord and of Gldeon."

Becreey of 1.5 was giving 100 many nights to

plot and execution s wrong oBly | chpiciinn service, to charitable serv.

when the object and ends are nefari-

ous. Every family is a secret soclety, |

every business Erm aud every bank-

men who have no capacity to keep a
secrel are unfit for pasitions of trust
anywhere. There are thousands of
men whose vital need Is eulturing a
capacity to keep a scoret, Men talk
too much, and women, too. There
is & time to keep silence as well as &
time to speak.

Although not belonging to any of
the great secret societies about which
there has been so much violent discus-

sion, | have only words of praise for |

those associations which have for
their object the maintenance of right
against wrong or the reclamation of
inebrintes or, like the score of mutual
benefit societies called by different
names, that provide temporary relief
for widows and orphans and for men
Ineapacitated by sickness or accident
from earning a livelihood, Had it not
been for the secret lnbor organizations

ugo have, under its ponderous wheels,
ground the laboring classes into an
intolerable servitude, The men who
want the whole earth to themselves
would have got it before this had it
not been for the banding together of
great secret organizations, and while
we deplore many things that have
Leen done by them, their existence ls
a necessity and their legitimate sphere
distinetly pointed out by the Provi-
dence of God. Such organizations are
trying to dismiss from their asso-
ciation all members who are in favor
of anmarchy and social chaos. They
will gradually cease anything like tyr-
anny over their members and will
forbid wiolent interference with any
man's work, whether he belongs to
their union or is outside of it, and
will declare their disgust with any
such rule as that passed in England
by the Manchester Bricklayers' asso-
ciation, which says any man found
running or working beyond a regular
speed shall be fined two shillings six-
pence for the first offense, five shil-
lings for the second, ten shillings for
the third, and if still persisting shall
be dealt with as the committee thinks
proper.

There are secret societies in our col-
leges that have letters of the Greek
alphabet for their nomenclature, and
their members are at the very fromt
in scholarship and irreproachable in
morals, while there are others the
scene of carousal, and they gamble,
and they drink, and they graduate
knowing a hundred times more about
sin than they do of geometry and
Sophocles. In other words, secret ao-
cieties, like individuals, are good or
bad, are the means of moral health or
of temporal and etgrnaldamnation. All |
good people recognize the vice of slan-
dering nn individual, but many do not
see the sin of slandering an organiza-
tion. There are old secret societies in

]chlntuble institution and is

fce, to praver-meetings snd to reli-
jous convoeation. She systematical-

Vo . {1y decoyed him away until pow be
ing and Insurance institution. Those |

attends no church, waitsa upon no
ou &

1ra;-id way to destruction, his morals

gone, his money gone and, I tear, his
soul gone.

Here are gix secular nights in the
weoek. “What shall I do with them?”
says the father and the hushand. *I
will give four of these nights to the
improvement and entertainment of
my family, either at home or in good
neighborhood. I will devote one to
charitable institutions. I will devote
one to my lodge.” I congratulate
you. Here is a map who says: “Out
of the six secular nighta of the week
I will devote five to lodges and clubs
and associations and one to the home,
which night T will epend in scowling
like & March squall, wishing I was
out gpending it ax I have spent the
other five." That man's obituary is
written. Not one out of ten thom-
sand that ever get so far on the
wrong road ever stops. CGradually his
health will fail through late hours,
and through too much stimulants he
will be first-rate prey for erysipelas
and rheumatism of the heart,

The doctor coming in will at »
glance see it is not only present dis-
ease he must fight, but years of fast
living, The clergyman, for the sake
of the feelings of the family, on the
funeral day will only talk in reli-
gious generalities. The men who got
his yacht in the eternal rapids will
not be at the obsequies. They have
pressing engagements that day, They
will send flowers to the coffin, will
send their wives to utter words of
sympathy, bus they will have engage-
ments elsewhere, They never come.
Bring me mallet and chisel, and 1
will cut that man's epitaph: “Bleased
are the dead who die in the Lord?"
“No." you say, “that would not be
appropriate.” “Let me die the death
of the righteous and let my last end
be like his?" “No” you say, “that
would not be appropriate.” Then
give me the mallet and the chisel, and
I will eut an honest epitaph: “Here
lies the victim of dissipating associa-
tions!™

Another test by which you can find
whether your seeret society is right
or wrong is the effect it has on your
secular oceupation. T can understand
how through such an institution a man
can reach commercial success, |
know some men have formed their
best business relations through such
a channel. If the secret society has
iadvantaged you in an honorable eall-
ing. it is a good onme, but has your
eredit failed? Are bargain makers
now more anxious how they trust
you with a bale of goods? Have the
men whose names were down in the
commereial agency Al before they
entered the society been going down

this and other countries, some of them
:enturies old, which have been wide- |
ly denounced as immoral and damag- |
ing in their influsnice, yet 1 have hun.
dreds of personal friends who belong |
to them—{riends who are consecrated
to God, pillars in the church, faithful |
in all relations of life, examples of
virtue and piety. They are the kind
of friends whom I would have for my
executors at the time of decense, and |
they are the men whom I would have |
carry me out to the last sleep when |
1 am dead. You cannot make me be-
lieve that they would belong to bad in-
stitutions. Theyare the men who would
stamp on anything iniquitous, and I
would certainly rather take their tes-
timony in regard to such socleties
than the testimony of those who, har-
ing been sworn in as members, by their
assault upon them confess themselves
perjurers,

One of these secret societies gave
for the relief of the sick in 1873, in
this country, $1,490,274. Some of
these societies have poured a ve
heaven of sunshine and benediction
into the home of suffering. Several
of them are founded on fidelity to
good citizenship and the Bible. I
have never taken one of their de-
grees, They might give me the grip
# thousand times and 1 would not
recognize it. | am ignorant of their
pass-words, and | must judge entire-
'y from the outside. But Christ has

sinee in commercinl standing? Then
look out. You and I every day know
of commercial establishments going
to ruin through the social excesses
of one or two members, their fortune
beaten to denth with ball players' bat
or cut amidships with the front prow
of the regatia or going down under
tie swift hoofs of the fast horses
or drowned In the large potations of
cognae or Monongaheln, That secret
society was the Loch Earn,  Their
business was the Ville de Havre.
They struck, and the Ville de Havre
went under!

The third test by which you may
know whether the society to which you
belong is good or bad is this: What Is
its effect on your sense of morsl and
religious obligation? Now, {f I should
take the names of all the people in
this audience and put them on s roll

! and then I should lay that roll back

of this organ and a hundred years
from now some one should take that
roll and call it from A toZ there would
not one of you answer. I say that
any society that makes me forget that
fact is a bad soclety.

Oh, man astray, God help you! 1
am going to make a very atout rope.
You know that sometimes a rope-
maker will take very small threads
and wind them together untll after
awhile they become a ship eable.
And 1T am going to take some very
small, delicate threads and wind
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[ will sell at Public Auction the followin, Persong
Property belonging to estate of Jas. A, Thorp, ;5,‘.1;(,.;3
ed, at farm 4% miles southwest of Wellingy,, |

HURSDAT, AUGUST 8, 13

: A lot of house

Vire, Bacon, Grain Sacks, Buggies a lot of g,
Corn. Oats, R}'c. Chickens, 5 Milch Cows. 3 Calve
1 Mule and 8 Horses, Farming Implements of 1)) i;
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them together until they make a very
stout rope. I will take all the mem-
ories of the marriage day—a thread
of laughter, a thread of light, a
thread of musie, a thread of ban-
queting, s thread of congratulation—
and I twist them together, and 1
have one strand. 'Then I take a
thread of the hour of the first ad-
vent in your house, & thread of the
darkness that preceded, and a thread
of the light that followed, and a
thread of the beautiful scarf that lit-
tle child used to wear when she
bounded out at eventide Lo greet you,
and then a thread of the beautiful
dress in which you Iaid her away for
the resurrection, and then I twist all
these threads together, and I have
another strand. Thea 1 take =
thread of the scarlet robe of a wdl-
fering Christ, and o thread of the
white raiment of your loved ones be-
fore the throne, and a siring of the
barp cheruble, and & string of the
barp seraphic, and I twist them all
together, and I have a third strand.
“Oh," you say, “either wstrand is
enough to hold fast a world!™ No. 1
will take these strands, and 1 will
twist them togethor, and one end
of that rope I will fasten, not to
the communion table, for it shall be
removed; not to a pillar of the or-
gan, for that will erumble In the
ages; but I wind it round and round
the cross of a sympathizing Christ,
and, having fastened one end of the
rope to the cross, I throw the other
end to you. Lay hold of it! Pull
for your life! Pull for Heaven!

Grand Central Hotel,

REOPENED AND
NewLy Furnisuep

Good Meals and best service. Your
patronago sollcited.

D. M. FRAZIER, PRoPr.

Needed in Every
Home . . . .

Noth.ng Is productive of more
happiness in the family than
a good SEWING MACHINE and

THE SINGER

Is the best machine on earth.
It Is always in order and can be
depended on to do every kind of
work. If you are interested,
write or send word to........,.

L. W. BRELSFORD,

Local Agent, Lexington. Mo,

Cigar Clippings
granulated and coarse

30 - Cents a Pound - 3o

HINESLEY'S SMOKER
—_—

DR. T. B. RAMSEY.

Sucorssor 1o Hussoll & Hamsey

SURGEON
DENTIST

Office over Schawe & Wels,

Corner
10th and Main Streets,
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MisSOUR
PAL

] HAILW

The Mo. Pac. Ry, Co, are seiling lickes
o almost jeverywhere at very low rum.
| for the round trip, Note this listof
rales:

8L, Paul and Misseapolls snd resn,
§'3.50, Tickets on sale from Augast] ol
Good to retura until October 3],

From Lexington to Pueblo, Colrsh
Spriogs, Deaver and retarn, §16.30, Tike
#ta oo sale from Angust 11010, Goodle
relura astll Ostober 81.

Louisvills, Ky., and return, Augast ¥
to 24, §16.95.

Springfleld, Mo., and returs, Aaped
Tto 12, §8 50,

’ New York aod returs, oo sle dlly
$43.50,

Ban Antosio and returs, Sepremberit
to 16, §25.20,

Kansas City snd retara, October ik
26, j1 75,

Kaosss City and retars, October 54
12, )1.50. -

Bt Lom!_\n_l refurn, October § U
11, 6 65,

Cleveland, Oblo and retura, Seplsmbe
8to 11, §20 05, -

Homesseker dates Auvgust 6 sod %
Beptember 3 and 17.

McAlester Springs and retoro §1.5; 0
sale dally.

‘McAlester Bprings and retors §1.20;0
sale Friday aoa Saturday.

McAlester Springs aod returs 850
sale on Bundays only.

Portle Spriogs and retura §3.55; oo mi
dally.

Pertle Sprioks and return §2.u5; oo it
dally,

Pertle Springs and retarn §1.65; 0n Wi

Buandays only,

Buffalo 25,50 and §32.65; oo asle dally

good returaing 10 and 15 days.

For farther Information please call#l
A, B, LOOMIS, Agesk
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When Tired
And Weary . ..

With the heat and dust of travd
or the labors of the day, drop 3t

THE FORT

Where you can secure a jo¥
luncheon, a refreshing drink o
the cholcest beverages t0 M
found anywhere or a delightf
smoke in the cooling shade

_——

Geo, I. Smith, D. V.8,
VETERINARIAN,

Nitros Oalde Gas Glven

'Phone 117 Lexmvoros, Mo




